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Welcome to the Winter Issue of Innovatis
2011 will be an exciting year for the 
Ernest C. Manning Awards Foundation as we 
celebrate 30 years of saluting and supporting 
Canadian innovators.
 The Foundation was named after the 
late Alberta Premier and former Senator 
Ernest C. Manning. It has inspired many 
Canadians and drawn well-deserved 
attention to Canadian innovators. If Canada 
is to succeed, Canadians must create and 
commercialize innovations to compete in the 
global economy. There is a need to recognize 
and promote the next generation of home 
grown heroes.  
 In the past 30 years, we have received 
more than 2,000 nominations, provided over 
$4.3 million in awards and celebrated more 
than 230 adult and youth winners.
 I am honoured to take over the 
leadership of the Foundation during our 30th 

Hold The Date 
30th Anniversary Gala
October 14, 2011
Symposium
October 15, 2011

Get ready. It’s time to book passage to the 
Festival City: The 30th Annual Manning 
Innovation Awards Gala is coming to 
Edmonton, Alberta on October 14, 2011. 

The Foundation thanks its award sponsors: Encana, Suncor Energy, Katch Kan, Friends and Laureates of the Foundation, the 
Arthur J. E. Child Foundation, the McEwen Family, the Dave Mitchell Family and more…

anniversary year. A dedicated group of trustees 
and volunteers are now working hard to ensure 
our gala this fall in Edmonton follows on the 
outstanding success of our 29th gala in Ottawa 
last September.
 Last fall, we bid a fond farewell to Bruce 
Fenwick, who was the Foundation’s Executive 
Director since 2006, and to Marilyn Golding, the 
Foundation’s Executive Assistant for 20 years. 
Bruce and Marilyn did an outstanding job of 
running the Foundation and were instrumental 
in making so many Foundation milestones.
 As I learn about the day to day workings of 
the Foundation, I am awed at the dedication of 
the Trustees, Selection Committee Members, 
Chapters across Canada, and the annual Gala 
Committees, who give so much of their time and 
talents to championing Canadian innovators.
 This year we are also hosting a Symposium 
for the first time. The Celebration of Innovation 

will be a day-long experience of learnings 
and experiences of prior winners.
 We are most grateful to those 
organizations and sponsors who have 
supported us over the years and who also 
believe in supporting Canadian innovation.
 We now have received approximately 
40 qualified nominations for the 2011 awards 
from across Canada. I look forward to visiting 
each Chapter this year and working with our 
Edmonton committee to get ready for the 
30th anniversary gala.
 I welcome your feedback and comments 
and look forward to meeting you. You can 
watch for news about the Foundation on our 
website, www.manningawards.ca

Dave Mitchell, President 
Ernest C. Manning Awards Foundation

Celebrating 30 Years of Innovation in Canada
Edmonton to Host 2011 Gala and Symposium

The gala will be followed the next day by 
a Celebration of Innovation Symposium.
 The events will gather together 
leaders in business, academia, science 
and government to celebrate innovation 
and the winners of the 2011 Manning 
Innovation Awards. The Foundation’s 
Northern Alberta Chapter Chair, Solomon 
(Sol) Rolingher, QC and his team of 
dedicated volunteers are already hard at 
work organizing the events.
 Says Rolingher, “we are truly excited 

to host this 
year’s gala in 
Edmonton, which is 
a hub of innovation 
in medicine, green 
living and nanotechnology.” He adds, 
“Manning laureates are a source of pride 
for all Canadians — no more so than 
for us in Alberta, where it all began, and 
especially here in Edmonton, home to two 
Encana Principal Award winners in the 
last six years.” 
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29th Gala a Hot Ticket!

New President of the 
Ernest C. Manning 
Awards Foundation 

David B. Mitchell has been appointed 
president of the Ernest C. Manning 
Awards Foundation. John Reid, past 
president and current chair of the 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees, in 
making the announcement said, “we 
are most fortunate to have Dave lead 
the Foundation as we move into our 
30th anniversary year.”
 Dave Mitchell served as a Trustee 
of the Foundation for 15 years before 
accepting his new role. A graduate 
of the University of Calgary, Chair 
of the Campus Calgary/Open Minds 
school program, and a former Board 
member of the Calgary Chamber of 
Commerce, Dave is well-known in 
the Calgary business community. 
Dave and his wife Karen have two 
daughters, Jessica and Carolyn.

The 29th Manning Innovation Awards Gala held in Ottawa last September was the largest celebration of Canadian innovators and attendees 
ever brought together by the Foundation. Close to 400 attendees made up of leaders from business, academia, government, the not-for-
profit sector and media joined innovators from across Canada for the event.
 The Honourable Pamela Wallin, O.C., S.O.M., Preston Manning, C.C., and Bernard Lord, CEO of the Canadian Wireless 
Telecommunications Association, co-hosted and emceed the event, making an outstanding contribution to the evening. The program 
included a moving tribute by Preston Manning to the Foundation’s Founder, David E. Mitchell, C.C., who passed away in August 2010.
 The Foundation is grateful to a huge effort by a hard working team of Ottawa volunteers led by steering committee chair Lisa Samson 
of Strategy Corp.  Thanks to everyone for creating such a memorable evening.

Dr. Frank LeBlanc, Ernest C. Manning Awards 
Foundation selection committee, Professor 

Emeritus, Clinical Neurosciences, University of 
Calgary and Gayle LeBlanc

David B. Mitchell, President, Ernest C. Manning 
Awards Foundation and Karen Mitchell, Calgary 

sponsors of the Dave Mitchell Family Young 
Canadian Innovation Award

Nancy and Dick Wilson, Trustee, 
Ernest C. Manning Awards FoundationL to R:  Leah Murray, NATIONAL Public Relations, 

Hon Jay Hill, P.C., M.P., Sandra Manning 
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Happy Trails to Bruce Fenwick and Marilyn Golding
We recently said a fond farewell to the Foundation’s Executive Director Bruce Fenwick and long-time Executive 
Assistant, Marilyn Golding.
 Bruce came from an executive and consulting background in oil and gas exploration to lead the Foundation 
into its 25th anniversary celebrations in 2006 and four subsequent years. Bruce said he will miss the positive 
energy of the Manning Innovation Award winners and nominees. But, with six grandchildren, Rotary commitments, 
and many other interests, Bruce won’t be doing much napping!
 For 20 years, Marilyn Golding was the consistent link to the Foundation for nominees, Laureates, Young 
Canadians, Trustees, Selection Committee members, sponsors, vendors and the public. Marilyn was responsible 
for administering the Foundation’s day to day activities, which included organizing galas, Trustee and Selection 
Committee meetings and agendas, newsletters and so much more! 
 Heartfelt thanks and best wishes were extended to Bruce and Marilyn at a special dinner in their honour 
following the December Trustee meeting.

L – R: France Côté, Benoit & Côté, Trustee, 
Ernest C. Manning Awards Foundation, and 

Gala emcee, Bernard Lord, Canadian Wireless 
Telecommunications Assn. 

L – R:  David Kerr, Brookfield Asset Management, 
Trustee, Ernest C. Manning Awards Foundation,

Eddy Fortier, Young Canadian Manning 
Innovation Award winner, Elizabeth Dowdeswell, 

President, Council of Canadian Academies

L – R: Wayne Wouters, Clerk of the Privy Council 
of Ottawa, Beth Diamond, Managing Partner 
Calgary office, NATIONAL Public Relations, 

Geoff Gosling, 2010 Innovation Award Winner 

L – R: Honorary Co-Chairs of the 
Ernest C. Manning Awards Foundation Gala, 
The Honourable Pamela Wallin, Senate of 

Canada, Preston Manning, President and CEO, 
Manning Centre for Building Democracy 

L – R: Alyson Bell, Young Canadian Manning 
Innovation Award winner, 

Honourable Gordon O’Connor, Minister of State 
and Chief Government Whip 

L – R: Suzanne Fortier, President, Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research Council 

of Canada, Paul Ledwell, Ex VP, Public Policy 
Forum, Leah Olson, MacPhie & Company  

2011 Winter IssueToronto, Don C. Duval, VP, Business Services, MaRS Discovery District • Waterloo Wellington Region, Gary Svoboda, 
MBA, President, Adventus Research Inc • Ottawa Region, Stephen Daze, Executive Director, OCRI Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation • Québec, Serge Bourassa, LLM, MBA, President & COO, Centre d’entreprises et d’innovation de Montréal 
• Atlantic Canada, Wayd McNally, President & CEO, Sensor Wireless Inc.
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“Capture the Potential” – Find out more at www.katchkan.com 
5606 – 103A St., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada   T6H 2J5   PH: (780) 414-6083   FX: (780) 414-6084   info@katchkan.com 

Executive Summary – Brief Overview 
(Rig Safety System and Zero Spill System) 

 
Katch Kan™ is based on a commitment to sustainable development, by protecting and preserving the land and 
water where the upstream oil and gas industry operates.  The central achievements of Katch Kan™ are the Rig 
Safety System and Zero Spill System.  These innovative systems of technology work together to optimize the 
health and safety of those involved with upstream projects, drastically minimize pollution and enables oil and gas 
production to occur in a proactive eco-efficient manner. 
 
Within the upstream oil and gas industry, oil and service rig operators have historically been exposed to both 
questionable work conditions and dangerous by-products hazardous to the environment. Injuries and 
environmental factors have resulted in workers attempting to reduce these hazards with unsafe, uncertified and 
untested devises. Though well intended, such devises have been inconsistent and, more often than not, 
inefficient in directly neutralizing occupational hazards. In 1994 an inspired rig driller, Quinn Holtby, President of 
Katch Kan™, armed with plenty of hands-on experience, introduced the Minimum Discharge System and the 
Katch Kan™. The introduction of these two solutions was the conception of both the Rig Safety System and the 
Zero Spill System. 
 
The Rig Safety System is made-up of a series of products, with some of the key component including the Tong 
Handle Guard (reduces hand crush injuries during the tong operations), the Splash Guard (keeps feet out of the 
rotary table and foreign objects out of Kelly bushings), the Katch Mat (an anti-slip, ergonomic, temperature and 
invert resistant safety mat) and the Kelly Bushing Guard (an enclosure placed over the splash guard). 
 
Like the system noted above, the Zero Spill System™ consists of products placed in sequence that play a specific 
role in redirecting and containing fluid on drilling and service rigs. Key products involved in this process include 
the Kelly Kan™ (a light weight super-polymer based unit that redirects drilling fluid downward), the Upper Katch 
Kan™ (receives the fluid), the 2nd Stage Low Pro Katch Kan™ (catches any fluids escaping through the drilling 
floor), and the Adjustable Containment Enclosure™ (contains fluids escaping through cracks in drill floor). 
 
Research supports the time and cost-effectiveness of Katch Kan™ products. A study done by a Latin American 
company (February – June, 2002) evaluated time and monetary savings based on installation, fluid recuperation 
and dismantling costs. The study indicated that over the 5 months it was conducted, Katch Kan™ products had 
saved a total of $562,245.26 in operational costs (a 400 plus percent return on investment), as well as reduced 
time allocation quite substantially. 
 
A second qualitative study, conducted by Jacques Whitford (February, 2004) measured the environmental, health 
& safety (EH&S) and economic benefit of these products. The findings revealed our products measured extremely 
well in all three categories. With 100% being the maximum potential attained score, the products rated as 
follows: 
 

! Environmental Protection 99% 
! Health and Safety 98% 
! Economic Benefits 94% 

 
Beyond the research sphere, Katch Kan™ cradle to grave products are effectively reducing the environmental foot 
print made by oil and gas activities, increasing rig performance efficiency, reducing injury, helping companies 
optimize their public profiles, dramatically reducing vacuum truck requirements and are cutting back cleaning 
needs on the rig and around sub-structures.  Unexpected fluid loss due to element failure on rotating heads is 
effectively captured and returned back to mud tanks.  Turnkey systems are available for land drilling, offshore, 
service rigs, well servicing and well heads. Katch Kan™ is proud to be ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and COR certified. 

Innovation Symposium Aims 
to Inspire

Saturday, October 15, 2011
Edmonton, Alberta

“We’re dedicated to supporting Canadians with the imagination to 
innovate and the stamina to succeed,” says Foundation President 
David Mitchell. “Canadians must create and commercialize innovations 
to compete in the global economy.”  
 To celebrate 30 years of the Manning Innovation Awards, a one-
day innovation symposium is being organized by the Edmonton 
chapter of the Foundation at the University of Alberta. This event will 
be held on Saturday, October 15, the day following the gala.
 Volunteers with the Foundation’s Northern Alberta Chapter are 
bringing the event to fruition with the help of the University of Alberta. 
University students, Young Canadian Program laureates and the 
general public are invited to attend the free day of sessions to hear 
what Canada’s brightest innovators and their champions have to say 
about what it takes to innovate and why it’s so important.

Details will be posted to the Foundation Website soon: 
www.manningawards.ca

Up and Coming Innovators

Arthur J.E. Child Foundation

The Jim McEwen Family

The Dave Mitchell Family
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This May, over 400 students will gather in Toronto for the 50th anniversary of the Canada-
Wide Science Fair. And for the 20th year in a row, the Ernest C. Manning Awards Foundation 
will scout out the most innovative science fair projects, selecting four to be recognized 
with $4000 Manning Young Canadian Innovation Awards, which will be presented at the 
Foundation’s 2011 Awards Gala. 
 Last year’s Young Canadian Program laureates received considerable media attention, 
including television and radio spots and a spread in the Globe and Mail alongside the other 
Manning Innovation Award winners. 
 The 2011 fair, which will challenge students to connect their projects to current national 
and global issues, will undoubtedly unveil other talented young innovators who are poised 
to make a difference.
 Past winners include Caitlin Newnham, whose 2009 project on the pain-killing properties 
of a pepper-plant compound was published in the Canadian Young Scientist Journal. Of the 
first Young Canadians, Patrick Hayden, a 1992 winner, is now a Canada Research Chair 
in the Physics of Information at McGill University, Montreal and a Distinguished Research 
Chair with the Perimeter Institute of Waterloo, Ontario.
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Thank you to our sponsors


